
GEISINGER 
HEALTH SYSTEM 

ORIGINAL 
November 5, 2012 

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS - TRACKING NUMBER 19*10 C^lQJ 7f£ <] 

Harry R. Steinmetz (3HS62) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region III 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029 

Re: Safety Light Corporation Superfund Site 
Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (the "Site") 

Dear Mr. Steinmetz: 

In response to a letter from Joanne L. Marinelli, Chief, Cost Recovery Branch of the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") received on September 6, 2012 by Robert C. 
Markowski, the following information constitutes the response of Community Medical Center ("CMC") 
of Scranton, Pennsylvania for the time period 1945 to present regarding the above-referenced matter. A 
thirty- (30-) day extension of time to the due date for the CMC response was graciously granted by 
Attorney Humane Zia on September 13, 2012. 

To the best of the knowledge and belief of CMC: 

1. The business relationship between CMC and Safety Light or its affiliates is (was) as follows: 

Per Enclosure 4 of the letter from EPA to CMC received on September 6,2012 (hereinafter 
"Enclosure 4"), on March 24,1966, the United States Radium Corporation agreed to 
accept a shipment of one (1) lot of radioactive scrap for disposal from Community Medical 
Center Hospital at a cost of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00). The page labeled "Verbal Order" 
requires prompt confirmation with a (CMC) purchase order marked "CONFIRMATION" 
or by signing in the space so designated. No CMC purchase order was included with 
Enclosure 4, and there is no signature in the designated space. 

Anne Mullen, Disbursement Supervisor at CMC, has completed a thorough search of all 
financial records back to the 1960s. She has reported that she found no records pertaining 
to the Safety Light Corporation or the United States Radium Corporation. 

Helen Houston was the Manager of Radiology at CMC from November 1,1964 to July 15, 
1969. She is now deceased. 

CMC has not found any other documents or information regarding such business 
relationship. CMC does not have business relationship with Safety Light or its affiliates 
today. 
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Administration Robert P. Steigmeyer 
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2. CMC did send, transport or ship, or otherwise arrange for transportation or shipment of, 
radioactive materials or items containing radionuclides to the Site as follows: 

According to the document with the heading "Verbal Order" dated March 18,1966 
included in Enclosure 4, the shipping terms were "F.O.B. Bloomsburg, Pa.". It appears 
that Mr. John L. Beckwith, a former CMC administrator, made this request. Mr. 
Beckwith is now deceased. Again, the page labeled "Verbal Order" requires prompt 
confirmation with a (CMC) purchase order marked "CONFIRMATION" or by signing in 
the space so designated. No (CMC) purchase order was included with Enclosure 4, and 
there is no signature in the designated space. CMC has not found any other documents or 
information evidencing such business relationship. 

3. CMC did send, transport or ship, or otherwise arrange for transportation or shipment of, 
radioactive materials or items containing radionuclides to Safety Light Corporation, U.S. Radium 
Corporation, Lime Ridge Industries, Inc., USR Industries, Inc., USR Metals, Inc., Metreal 
Corporation, Isolite Corporation, U.S. Natural Resources, Inc., USR Chemical Products, Inc., 
USR Lighting Products, Inc., UNATCO Funding Corporation or Shield Source Incorporated as 
follows: 

Per Enclosure 4, on March 24,1966, the United States Radium Corporation agreed to 
accept a shipment of one (1) lot of radioactive scrap for disposal from Community Medical 
Center Hospital at a cost of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00). Again, the page labeled "Verbal 
Order" requires prompt confirmation with a (CMC) purchase order marked 
"CONFIRMATION" or by signing in the space so designated. No (CMC) purchase order 
was included with Enclosure 4, and there is no signature in the designated space. CMC has 
not located any other documents or information regarding any other transportation or 
shipment of radioactive materials or items containing radionuclides to Safety Light or its 
affiliates. 

4. As regards questions 2 and 3 above: 

a. The time period during which each transaction occurred was as follows: The sole 
transaction of which CMC has any record or information was alleged to have 
occurred on March 24, 1966, as more specifically set forth on Enclosure 4. 

b. The purpose or reason for each transaction was as follows: The purpose of the 
transaction which was alleged to have occurred on March 24, 1966 was the 
disposal of one (1) lot of radioactive scrap. 

c. For each transaction: 

i. The entity to which CMC sent radioactive materials or items 
containing radionuclides was as follows: 

Per the document labeled "Verbal Order" dated March 18,1966, 
the United States Radium Corporation agreed to accept a 
shipment of one (1) lot of radioactive scrap for disposal from 
Community Medical Center Hospital at a cost of Fifteen Dollars 
($15.00). Again, the page labeled "Verbal Order" requires prompt 



confirmation with a (CMC) purchase order marked 
"CONFIRMATION" or by signing in the space so designated. No 
(CMC) purchase order was included with Enclosure 4, and there 
is no signature in the designated space. CMC has not located any 
other documents or information regarding any other alleged 
transportation or shipment of radioactive materials or items 
containing radionuclides to Safety Light or its affiliates. 

ii. The description of each radioactive material or item or type of item(s) 
sent and the amount of radionuclides contained within each such 
material or item was as follows: The description from Enclosure 4 
is as follows: One Lot of Radioactive scrap for disposal. No 
further description was found. 

iii. The method used to send or transport such radioactive material or 
items to the Site was as follows: Per the document labeled "Verbal 
Order" dated March 18,1966, the United States Radium 
Corporation agreed to accept a shipment of one (1) lot of 
radioactive scrap as follows "F.O.B. Bloomsburg, Pa.". 

iv. All documents relating to the transaction, including (but not limited to) 
the type, amount, and transportation/disposal of the radioactive 
material or items containing radionuclides to the Site are listed on 
Exhibit A. annexed hereto. 

v. The name, title, areas of responsibility, current (or most recent) 
addresses, and telephone numbers of other persons or parties that have 
documentation or information pertaining to the transportation/disposal 
of radioactive material or item(s) containing radionuclides to the Site, 
and/or the entities identified in Question 3 are as follows: 

Elvin B. Howland 
Compliance Officer 
Community Medical Center 
1800 Mulberry Street 
Scranton, PA 18510 
(570) 969-7195 

Barbara J. Bossi 
Associate Chief Administrative Officer 
Community Medical Center 
1800 Mulberry Street 
Scranton, PA 18510 
(570) 969-8240 

CMC has the following information regarding the contracting of a hauler that may 
have been used to transport and/or dispose of radioactive material or item(s) 
containing radionuclides: 



i. CMC has the following information regarding the name of the person who 
made such arrangements: None 

ii. CMC has the following information regarding the date(s) on which such 
arrangements took place: None 

iii. CMC has the following information regarding the nature and quantity of 
material, including its chemical content, characteristics, physical state, and 
the process for which the substances was used or the process that 
generated the substance: None 

iv. CMC has the following information regarding the persons who selected 
the Site as the place at which materials were disposed and treated: 
According to the document with the heading "Verbal Order" dated 
March 18,1966 included in Enclosure 4, the shipping terms were 
"F.O.B. Bloomsburg, Pa." Mr. John L. Beckwith, a former CMC 
administrator, made this request but it is not known if he also selected 
the Site at which the materials were allegedly disposed and treated. 
Mr. Beckwith is now deceased. 

v. CMC has the following information regarding the names and employees, 
officers, owners and agents for each transporter: None 

e. CMC arranged for transportation of the following radioactive material to the Site: 

i. CMC has the following information on arrangements made for the 
following quantity of materials that were used, treated, transported, 
disposed or otherwise handled by CMC: None 

ii. CMC has the following billing information and documents regarding 
arrangements made with CMC to generate, treat, store, transport and/or 
ship materials to the Site: None 

iii. CMC hereby provides the following names, titles and areas of 
responsibility of any persons, including CMC employees, present and 
former, who were involved in or would have knowledge of such 
arrangements: None 

f. CMC has the following permits or applications and correspondence between CMC 
and any regulatory agencies regarding materials transported or disposed of at the Site: 
None 

g. CMC has the following copies of any correspondence between CMC and any third 
party regarding materials transported or disposed of at the Site: None 

h. CMC has the following identities of any documents relating to, or any other person 
who generated, treated, stored, transported or disposed, or who arranged for the 
treatment, storage, disposal, or transportation of such materials to the Site: None 



i. CMC provides the following predecessors-in-interest, who, during the period 1945 to 
present, transported to or stored, treated or otherwise disposed of any materials at the 
Site: None 

CMC also provides the following details regarding each such predecessors-in-
interest's business: None 

5. CMC generated the following other wastes that are not described in its response to Questions 2 
or 3 above, that were disposed of or reclaimed by U.S. Radium, Lime Ridge Industries, USR 
Industries, USR Metals, Metreal or Isolite at the Site: CMC has no information regarding the 
generation of any other wastes that were allegedly disposed of or reclaimed by the above-
referenced companies at the Site. 

6. A detailed description of such other wastes is as follows: CMC has no information regarding 
the generation of any other wastes that were allegedly disposed of or reclaimed by the 
above-referenced companies at the Site. 

7. For each question above, CMC provides the name, title, area of responsibility, current address 
and telephone number of all persons consulted in preparation of the answers: 

Elvin B. Howland 
Compliance Officer 
Geisinger Community Medical Center 
1800 Mulberry Street 
Scranton, PA 18510 
(570) 969-7195 

Barbara J. Bossi 
Associate Chief Administrative Officer 
Geisinger Community Medical Center 
1800 Mulberry Street 
Scranton, PA 18510 
(570) 969-8240 

For each question above, CMC provides the following name, title, area of responsibility, current 
address and telephone number of all persons who supplied documents reviewed or relied upon in 
the course of preparing these answers: 

Elvin B. Howland 
Compliance Officer 
Geisinger Community Medical Center 
1800 Mulberry Street 
Scranton, PA 18510 
(570) 969-7195 

Barbara J. Bossi 
Geisinger Community Medical Center 
Associate Chief Administrative Officer 
1800 Mulberry Street 
Scranton, PA 18510 
(570) 969-8240 



8. CMC provides the following name, title, area of responsibility, current address and telephone 
number of all persons who may be able to provide more detailed or complete responses to any 
question contained herein, as well as any additional information or documentation they may 
have: 

Louise Serpico (retired) 
Director of Radiology 
[No other information is available at this time.] 

John Ramsey 
Contracted Physicist 
Bio-Med Associates, Inc. 
4 Main Street 
Flemington, NJ 08822 
[Mr. Ramsey indicated that he has no information regarding this matter.] 

9. CMC provides the following information about other party(ies) who may have information that 
may assist the Environmental Protection Agency in its investigation of the Site, or who may be 
responsible for the generation of, transportation to, or release of contamination at the Site: None 

10. CMC documents solicited in this information requested are no longer available for the following 
reason: 

a. The current CMC Document Retention Policy is provided on Exhibit B. annexed 
hereto. 

b. CMC documents were destroyed by the following means: Unknown 

The approximate date of destruction was as follows: Unknown 

c. A description of the type of information that would have been contained in the 
documents is as follows: Unknown 

d. The name, job title and most current address known by CMC of the person(s) who 
would have produced these documents is as follows: Unknown 

The name, job title and most current address known by CMC of the person(s) who 
would have been responsible for the retention of these documents is as follows: 
Unknown 

The name, job title and most current address known by CMC of the person(s) who 
would have been responsible for the destruction of these documents is as follows: 
Unknown 



Please contact me if you have any questions. 

Very truly yours, 

Robert P. Steigmeyer 
Authorized Signer 

Attachments 
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SRBM ORDER MAR IB* 1966 
UNITED STATES RADIUM CORPORATION 

P.O. Box 246 

Morristown, New Jersey 07960 

Telephone 201-539-4000 TWX 201 -538-6870 

Attention* Dave Derr ... 
{tosh 18, 1966 

SOLD 
TO 

r 
SHIP 
TO 

Please enter following orders 

Consunity Ksdioal Center Hospital 
East Branch 
316 Coalflax Avenue 
Serenton, Pennsylvania 

§£o64867MBRI8 

1 

J 

1 

PLEASE CONFIRM PROMPTLY WITH 

YOUR PURCHASE ORDER MARKED: 

CONF8RMATIQN 
OR BY SIGNING BELOW: 

COMPANY 

SIGNATURE 

L 

3USTOMER ORDER NO. 
Tele eon 

OATE REQUIRED P.O.B. 

Bloon&urgj, 
TERMS 

Bet 30 
days 

TORBtth 

QUANTITY 

ACCEPTED BY Bo BurtWW 
OATS 

2/38 
SALES CODE 
bah Civ bO 

SALESMAN 

DESCRIPTION PRICE EXTEN SIQN 

Ore lot CUulioaetlVQ oarep 

% a 
j-!*-

/ ~ t Jo; 
n 

p. 

i " 

/r\\ 
m U" 

$25„00/2©t 

Proprietary & confidential 
Not for re-release 
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Exhibit B 

W CMC 
C O M M U N I T Y  M E D I C A L  C E N T E R  

POLICY; 
It is the policy of Community Medical Center Healthcare System and its affiliates ("CMC") to have in 
place a records management policy addressing appropriate retention procedures for corporate, hospital 
and patient records. 

PROCEDURE; 

RECORDS REVIEW AND RETENTION: 

A. Annual Review 
Each department will conduct a file review and purge process on at least an annual basis. This 
process consists of identifying and destroying unnecessaty duplicate and multiple copies of 
documents and reviewing and destroying documents which exceed the required retention period. 

B. Destruction 
Annually, it is the responsibility of the individual or individuals delegated by the Chief 
Executive Officer, corresponding vice president, department director or designee, to review the 
documents to determine which records have reached their disposal date and to arrange for 
destruction of documents. All confidential documents must be shredded, mutilated or 
incinerated. 

C. Confidentiality 
Patient medical records, employee medical records, credentialing and peer review records are 
subject to confidentiality restrictions and HIPAA regulations, and must be stored securely and 
destroyed in a manner that ensures confidentiality, such as shredding, mutilation or incineration. 

D. Electronic Records 
E-mail: Confidential electronic messages will not be forwarded or disclosed to other parties 
unless there is a clear business need to do so. Care will be taken in addressing electronic 
messages in order to avoid inadvertently sending to the wrong person. 

Confidential Information: Confidential information will not be transmitted to individuals or 
companies not authorized to receive that information or who do not have a need to know the 
information. Steps will be taken to ensure that only the intended recipient will receive 
confidential information, including patient information, via facsimile machine. 

E. Investigations and Litigation 
Upon the receipt of notice regarding the initiation of an investigation or the service of legal 
process, destruction of potentially relevant documents shall cease pending further notice that the 
investigation or litigation has been concluded. 

Adopted: 7/97 ^a8e 1 °f 3 
Reviewed: 1/05, 1/06,6/07,2/08, 8/09,8/10, 12/11 
Revised: 1/04, 12/08 

Proprietary & confidential 
Not for re-release 
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« f ~8k. M Administrative 
Ŝ i C /̂VlC  ̂
COMMUNITY MEDICAL CENTER and 

Procedure 
Manual 

Records Management / Retention 

1. CORPORATE RECORDS RETENTION SCHEDULE: 

e 
© 

Articles of Incorporation 
Certificate of Incorporation 
Amendments to Certificate of Incorporation 
Any other corporate documents filed with the 
Department of State, Corporation Bureau 
Annual Reports 
Other corporate Reports 
Board of Directors meeting minutes and notes 
(except for Board Resolutions and/or other 
authentication purposes) 
Board Committee meeting minutes/notes 
Corporate Organization Charts 
Organization Bylaws 

Permanent 

10 years, unless required for the authentication of 
action taken, which shall be permanent. 

2. HOSPITAL RECORDS RETENTION SCHEDULE: 

Minutes of Service Organization Meetings 
Minutes of standard Committee Meetings 
(such as, but not limited to): 

(a) Procedure Committee 
(b) Performance Improvement Committee 
(c) Patient Education Committee 
(d) Policy Committee 

Incidents of medication errors 
Changes in Procedure Manual 
Changes in Policy Manual 
Time Schedules 
Daily Census Records 
Patient assignment sheets 
Daily staffing sheets 

7 years 

5 years 

1 year 

Adopted: 7/97 
Reviewed: 1/05, 1/06,6/07,2/08, 8/09, 8/10, 12/11 
Revised: 1/04,12/08 

Page 2 of3 
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CMC 
C O M M U N I T Y  M E D I C A L  C E N T E R  

Administrative 
Policy 
and 

Procedure 
Manual 

Records Management / Retention 

3. PATIENT RECORDS RETENTION SCHEDULE: 

• Patient records, whether originals, reproductions or microfilm, will be kept on file for a 
minimum of seven (7) years following the discharge of a patient. This includes both inpatient 
and outpatient records. 

• If the patient is a minor, records shall be kept on file until his maturity (18 years in Pennsylvania) 
and then for seven (7) years, or as long as the records of adult patients are maintained. If records 
of minors cannot be easily identified, then all records will be maintained for twenty-five (25) 
years. 

• All infant footprints shall be retained in the original record or on microfilm for the period stated 
above. 

• All records will be treated as confidential. Only authorized personnel will have access to the 
records. The written authorization of the patient will be presented and maintained in the original 
record as authority for release of medical information outside the hospital. 

e Medical records are the property of the hospital and will not be removed from the hospital 
premises, except for court purposes. 

• Records retained by the Risk Management Department shall be kept on file in a safe, locked area 
until released by the Risk Manager. After authorized release, records shall be processed 
according to policy. 

For additional information, see attached "Pennsylvania Department of Health 
Guidelines to Retention of Hospital and Medical Records 

6/97 — Policy developed in collaboration with Medical Records, Risk Management 
6/97 - Nursing Policy "Maintenance of Required Records " combined in this policy. 

Adopted: 7/97 Page 3 of 3 
Reviewed: 1/05, 1/06,6/07,2/08, 8/09, 8/10,12/11 
Revised: 1/04,12/08 

Proprietary & confidential 
Not for re-release 
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From: (570) 969-8010 
Barbara Crolly 
Community Medical Center 
1822 Mulberry Street 

Scranton, PA 18510 

Origin ID: AVPA 

J12201209200325 
SHIP TO: (570)969-8240 

Harry R. Steinmetz 
US EPA, Region III 
1650 ARCH ST 

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 

BILL SENDER 

Ship Date: 05NOV12 
ActWgt 0.3 LB 
CAD: 5081986/INET3300 

Delivery Address Bar Code 

Ref# 950 
Invoice # 
PO# 
Dept# 

7940 0202 7929 
0201 

TUE - 06 NOV A1 
PRIORITY OVERNIGHT 

19103 
PA-US 

PHL 

515G145713/M44 

After printing this label: 
1. Use the 'Print' button on this page to print your label to your laser or inkjet printer. 
2. Fold the printed page along the horizontal line. 
3. Place label in shipping pouch and affix it to your shipment so that the barcode portion of the label can be read and scanned. 

Warning: Use only the printed original label for shipping. Using a photocopy of this label for shipping purposes is fraudulent and could 
result in additional billing charges, along with the cancellation of your FedEx account number. 
Use of this system constitutes your agreement to the service conditions in the current FedEx Service Guide, available on 
fedex.com.FedEx will not be responsible for any claim in excess of $100 per package, whether the result of loss, damage, delay, non­
delivery,misdelivery,or misinformation, unless you declare a higher value, pay an additional charge, document your actual loss and file a 
timely claim.Limitations found in the current FedEx Service Guide apply. Your right to recover from FedEx for any loss, including intrinsic 
value of the package, loss of sales, income interest, profit, attorney's fees, costs, and other forms of damage whether direct, 
incidental,consequential, or special is limited to the greater of $100 or the authorized declared value. Recovery cannot exceed actual 
documented loss.Maximum for items of extraordinary value is $1,000, e.g. jewelry, precious metals, negotiable instruments and other 
items listed in our ServiceGuide. Written claims must be filed within strict time limits, see current FedEx Service Guide. 

https://www.fedex.eom/shipping/html/en//PrintIFrame.html 11 /5/2012 




